1981 CLERGY STATEMENT ON COVERNHENT;S?ONSORED CRECHE DISPLAYS

We, clergy of several religious traditions, wish to express a
pastoral concern growing out of the controversy surrounding the gov-
ernment display of nativity scenes in R.I. communities. Our concerns
are several, noted below.

While festivities, lights and generations of good will in this
season have roots in both religion and secular tradition, the creche
is & specifically religious symbol. Our country, while deeply in-
fluenced by a Judeo-Christian heritage, is not itself Judeo-Christian
but is pluralistic, consisting of many rich religious traditions and
recognizing the value of all. Government in our country, wisely rec-
ognizing the diversity of these traditions, was set up to steer clear
of embracing any while protecting the religious freedom of all.

We as pastors have a responsibility to educate our people in the
history of religious strife and the futility of imposing religious
beliefs on the human conscience. = The specifically religious obser-
vance of this holiday belongs in our homes, and in our churches and
synagogues. Although there are public recognitions of this glad seca-
son, they should be confined to those symbols and traditions which
are not identified with any one group.

We call upon our public officials not to exploit the strong sen-
timents associated with religious festivals and divide majority from
minority. Rather, we hope they will rise to a statespersonlike posi-
tion and avoid the insensitivity of foisting upon others any specific
religious traditions. 1In this way, the true joy of this season can
be appreciated by, and made meaningful to, the widest diversity of
people.
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